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• We hold these 

truths to be self-

evident, that all 

men are created 

equal, that they 

are endowed by 

their creator 

with certain 

unalienable 

Rights, that 

among these are 

Life, Liberty 

and the pursuit 

of Happiness
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Boundary Violations

Relationships Money Individuality

Privacy Time Personal Space
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• They try to control you and force you to do things their way

• They try to make you carry their responsibilities (physical, 

financial, emotional)

• They don’t allow you to be the person God created you to be

• They violate your personal boundaries (imposing 

themselves) (invasive) (privacy)

How Others May Violate Your 
Freedom
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• You may have been conditioned to be in bondage - it feels 

“normal”

• Being free involves risk: You may upset those who are used to 

controlling you

• Being free involves risk: You may have to take responsibility for 

your own actions

• You may have been led to believe that it is unchristian to say “no”

Why Do We Let Others Violate 
Our Freedom?
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It’s OK to say NO!
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And this occurred because of false 

brethren secretly brought in (who 

came in by stealth to spy out our 

liberty which we have in Christ 

Jesus, that they might bring us into 

bondage), to whom we did not yield 

submission even for an hour, that 

the truth of the gospel might 

continue with you. Galatians 2:1-5

It’s OK to say NO!

to whom we did not yield

submission even for an hour
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Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ 

has made us free, and do not be entangled again with 

a yoke of bondage. Galatians 5:1 

You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of 

men. 1 Corinthians 7:23

It’s OK to say NO!

do not become slaves of 

men
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Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of 

Christ. ... For each one shall bear his own load. ... Do 

not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a 

man sows, that he will also reap. Galatians 6:2, 5, 7

It’s OK to say NO!

burdens

load

Burden = something too heavy for one person to bear

Load = normal weight a person could be expected to 

carry
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Then the Pharisees came out and began 

to dispute with Him, seeking from Him 

a sign from heaven, testing Him. But He 

sighed deeply in His spirit, and said, 

“Why does this generation seek a sign? 

Assuredly, I say to you, no sign shall be 

given to this generation.” And He left 

them, and getting into the boat again, 

departed to the other side. Mark 8:11-13

Jesus Did Not Allow the Religious 
Leaders to Control Him

no sign shall be
given to this generation
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Jesus Did Not Allow the People to 
Control Him

“Therefore when Jesus perceived that 

they were about to come and take 

Him by force to make Him king, He 

departed again to the mountain by 

Himself alone”. John 6:15

“Immediately He made the disciples 

get into the boat and go ahead of Him 

to the other side, while He sent the 

crowds away.” Matthew 14:22, NASB
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departed
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get into the boat
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Jesus Did Not Allow His Disciples to 
Control Him

And He began to teach them that the 

Son of Man must suffer many things..., 

and be killed, and after three days rise 

again….And Peter took Him aside and 

began to rebuke Him. But when He 

had turned around and looked at His 

disciples, He rebuked Peter, saying, 

“Get behind Me, Satan! For you are 

not mindful of the things of God, but 

the things of men.” Mark 8:31-33

Get behind Me, Satan!
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Jesus Did Not Allow His Brothers to 
Control Him

Now the Jews’ Feast of Tabernacles was at hand. 

His brothers therefore said to Him, “Depart from 

here and go into Judea, that Your disciples also 

may see the works that You are doing…. If You do 

these things, show Yourself to the world.” ….Then 

Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet come, but 

your time is always ready. ... You go up to this feast. 

I am not yet going up to this feast, for My time has 

not yet fully come.” When He had said these things 

to them, He remained in Galilee. John 7:2-9

I am not yet going up to this feast
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So when they did not find Him, they 

returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. Now so 

it was that after three days they found Him 

in the temple....  and His mother said to 

Him, “Son, why have You done this to us? 

Look, Your father and I have sought You 

anxiously.” And He said to them, “Why did 

you seek Me? Did you not know that I must 

be about My Father’s business?” Luke 

2:45-49

Jesus Did Not Allow His 
Parents to Control Him

Did you not know that I must

be about My Father’s business?
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* His dealings with the religious leaders

* Lazarus’ death: He did not rush over 

to comfort the family.

Jesus Did Worry About 
Keeping People Happy
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“But I tell you not to resist an evil 

person. But whoever slaps you on 

your right cheek, turn the other to him 

also. If anyone wants to sue you and 

take away your tunic, let him have 

your cloak also. And whoever compels 

you to go one mile, go with him two. 

Give to him who asks you, and from 

him who wants to borrow from you do 

not turn away.” Matthew 5:39-42

What About Matthew 5:39-42?
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• As Christians, the Spirit may challenge us to give up our rights 

voluntarily, when doing so will glorify God

• We do this out of a heart filled with the love of God

• This is a personal decision that we make for ourselves, not others

• The Bible does not ask us to tell an abuse victim that they must 

remain in the hands of an abuser

• Pressuring a victim to remain in an abusive situation is spiritual 

abuse

Giving Up Our Rights Voluntarily

18Friday, March 8, 2013



For you, brethren, 

have been called to 

liberty; only do 

not use liberty as 

an opportunity 

for the flesh, but 

through love serve 

one another. 

Galatians 5:13

Love is the Goal of Freedom
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Love is the Goal of Freedom
But beware lest … this liberty of yours become a stumbling 

block to those who are weak. For if anyone sees you … 

eating in an idol’s temple, will not the conscience of him who 

is weak be emboldened to eat those things offered to idols? 

…. Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will 

never again eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble. 1 

Corinthians 8:9-13

20Friday, March 8, 2013



Freely you have received, 

freely give. Matt. 10:8

Love is the Goal of Freedom

freely give
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• “For to this you were 

called, because Christ 

also suffered for us, 

leaving us an example, 

that you should follow 

His steps:” 1 Peter 2:21, 

NKJV.

• “But we all…beholding 

as in a glass the glory of 

the Lord, are changed 

into the same image ….” 

2 Corinthians 3:18, KJV.

follow 

His steps
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the Lord, are changed
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